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Frou the (Boston) Univ. Magazine. 
LETTER TO THE EDITORS, 
FROM WALTER BALFOUR, 
ON THE DAY OF JUDGMENT. 
(Continued from page 157.) 
Gentlemen—I proceed to inquire, 24d. What 
iime is referred to by the expression, “ the day 
of the Lord Jesus.” It is obvious, that Paul 
expressed his confidence, that the Corinthians 
would be confirmed unto the end, that they 
might be foun meless in theday of the Lord 
Jesus. He also says, ‘that by their acknowl- 


edging what he had written unto the end, they 
would be his, and be their rejoicing when this 
day arrived. His manner of speaking, indicates 
that he considered this day to be near. But 
let us examine what is the general usage of this 


expression in scripture. It occurs then, 

i Cor. v. 5,“ To deliver such an one unto 
satan, for the destruction of the flesh, that the 
spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord Je- 
sus.” I need notstop to prove, that the term 
spirit is often used in Scripture as equivalent to 
person, or for the person himself. Paul cer- 
tainly did not mean this person’s spirit separ- 
ate from his body, for it does not appear, that 
his punishment included such a separation ; 
nor that it was to be punishdd to the end of the 
world and then saved, for he says nothing a- 
bout the destruction or punishment of his spir- 
it. Besides, is it not the common belief, that 
unless persons’ spirits are saved before death, 
they never can be saved after it? If satan was 
a fallen angel to whom this person was deliv- 
ered, it is rather strange, such a being should 
be in any way the instrument of such a salva- 
tion. Besides, if the day of the Lord here 
means the end of this world, and spirit, a part 
of a man which exists separate from the body, 
why is the salvation of spirit only mentioned? 

~ One should rather think, that it would be the 
flesh that required salvation from the hands of 
satan, for he was to destroy the flesh that-the 
spirit might be saved. Was this person’s flesh 


or body not to be saved ? But the question is, 
what is the meaning of this passage? This 
shall state briefly, without entering into the 
detail of the evidence whereby my views may 
be supported. It is well known, that the term 
satan signifies an adversary. It is often ap- 
plied tothe adversaries of christians and christ- 
ianity. This person in the church at Corinth 
was guilty of incest. See verse 1. The apos- 
tle commanded them to deliver him over to this 
satan, or to put him away from among them- 
selves, verse 13. This was to be done for the 
person’s good, the destruction or punishment 
of his flesh, or to bring him to repentance, and 
that he might be saved in the day of the Lord 
Jesus. The first question which arises here, is, 
what day of the Lord Jesus is meant? I an- 
swer, that day which our Lord had forewarned 
his disciples of, and in view of which he ex- 
horted them to be found watchful and faithful. 
See Matt. xxiv. Well, what kind of salvation 
did the apostle mean, when he said, “ that the 
spirit or person may be saved in the day of the 
Lord Jesus.” 1 answer, the same kind of sal- 
vation enjoyed by all those who endured to the 
end, Matt. xxiv. 13. This person was not be- 
lieving to the salvation of his soul or person, 
but was drawing back to perdition. He was 
not looking for his Lord’s coming, but was say- 
ing by his conduct, My Lord delayeth his com- 
ming. Such were the means prescribed for 
converting this sinner from the error of his 
way, and saving a soul or person from death, 
and hiding a multitude of sins. The means 
proved effectyal, as is evident from 2 Cor. ii. 
where Paul commands the Corinthians to for- 
give him, and to confirm their love to him; 
and assigns as a reason why they should do so, 
Jest satan should get an advantage of us; for 
we are not ignorant of his devices.” What 
satan, pray? The very same satan or the ad- 
versaries of the gospel, to whom this person 
was delivered for the destruction of the flesh. 
This expression occurs next in Paul’s letter 
to the Philippians, chap. i. 6, “Being confi- 
dent of this very thing, that he which hath be- 
gun a good work in you, will perform it until 
the day of Jesus Christ.” He adds, verse 10, 
“that ye may approve things that are excel- 
lent, that ye may be sincere, and without of- 
fence till the day of Jesus Christ.” He fur- 
ther says to them, chap. ii. 16, “ holding forth 
the word of life ; that I may rejoice in the day 
of Christ, that I have not run in vain, neith- 
er labored in vain.” All will allow that the 
day of Christ in these verses refers to the same 





time. What time is referred to, then? The 
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day of Christ at the end of this world, it will 
be answered. But surely it may be asked, was 
the good work begun among the Philippians 
not to be finished until the end of this world ? 
And were they to be sincere and without of- 
fence until this day ? Was there any danger of 
their being insincere, or becoming stumbling 
blocks to others after they were dead? All 
these exhortations seem predicted on the ex- 
pectation, that the day of the Lord was near, 
and that the persons exhorted might live until 
it arrived. Paul is not giving them information 
about a day of which they before had not heard, 
wut is delivering exhortations relative to a day, 
well known and expected by both. Now, suf- 
fer me to ask, were christians. then all looking 
for the day of judgment at the end of this world, 
and did they expect to see it during that gen- 
eration ? If so, pray on what part of the testi- 
mony of Christ or his apostles was their expec- 
tation founded? Let this be pointed out if it 
can be done. But the day of the coming of 
the Lord at the end of the Jewish dispensation 
was fully made known to them; it was expect- 
ed by them, and was hooked for as near. If 
any doubts are entertained what day of the 
Lord the apostle referred to, the next passage 
in which this kind of phraseology is used, ought 
to remove them. 

1 Thess. v. 2, “ For yourselves know per- 
fectly that the day of the Lord so cometh as a 
thief in the night.” ‘That the day of our Lord’s 
coming to destroy Jerusalem, is represented 


as the coming of a thief in the night, needs no 


labored proot. See Matt. xxiv, 42—44. Paul 
in the above passage, seems to have had our 
Lord’s words in his view, and the circumstan- 
ces which he introduces go to prove, that to 
this day he referred. The Thessalonians knew 
perfectly, that the day of the Lord was to 
come asa thief in the night. But I ask, how 
did they know this so perfectly, if this day re- 
ferred to the coming of Christ at what is call- 
ed the day of judgment’ In what previous 
part of revelation was it recorded, that the day 
of judgment at the end of this world, was to 
come as a thief in the night ? I know of none. 
Yea, it appears from verse 13 of the preceding 
chapter, that the Thessalonians were ignorant 
concerning some things connected with Christ’s 
coming at the resurrection of the dead, and 
hence he proceeds to the end of the chapter, 
to give them all necessary information on this 
subject. But in chap, v. 1, they needed no 
information about the day of the Lord of which 
he proceeds to speak, fur they know perfectly 
about it. And well they might, for this day 
our Lord had fully and plainly spoken during 
his ministry. It was aday the apostles had al- 
so spoken of, given exhortations in view of, 
and to which all christians had their attention 
turned. They were looking for it, waiting for 
it, and their faith and patience were exercised 
until it arrived, It nodoubt formed a topic of 
daily conversation among all Christ’s disci- 
ples. Concerning this day the apostle had no 





need to write, verses 1, 2. If the question is ask- 
ed, What they, does the apostle refer'to, when he 
says, verse 3,“ for when they shall say, Peace 
and safety, then sudden destruction cometh up- 
on them?” I answer, the unbelieving Jews of 
whom he speaks, chap. ii. 14—16. I can find 
no other persons mentioned in the preceding 
context, to whom he could refer. Nor is the 
distance of the antecedent any very great ob- 
jection, when Paul’s manner of writing is tak- 
en into view, and his prudence in avoiding all 
offence to his brethren according to the flesh, 
Be this as it may, the circumstances mentioned 
in the context show, that to them he did refer, 
which could be pointed out if it were neces- 
sary. 

2 Thess. ii, 2,is the next passage, “ That ye 
be not soon shaken in mind, or be troubled, 
neither by spirit nor by word, nor by letter as 
from us, as that the day of Christ is at hand.” 
See Whitby and’ Hammond on this whole 
chapter, who apply it to the day of the de- 
struction of Jerusalem. Itis no objection to 
this view to say, “ have you not been showing, 
that the day of destruction to Jerusalem was at 
hand, yet here Paul is cautioning the Thes- 
salonians against believing that it was at hand.” 
Answer, either from his first epistle, chap. ii. 
16, or from some other source, they seem to 
have imbibed the idea, that this day was very 
near. This was probably the reason why some 
of them became idlers. See chap. iii. 6—13. 
Paul corrects their mistake, and informs them 
that it would not come so soon, for the signs 
which should precede its immediate approach 
had not yet appeared. See Matt. xxiv. and 
Whitby referred to as above. Though at hand 
ip one sense, it was not so in another. Though 
so near, as that it would take place in their 
day, yet it was not so near as to take place in- 
mediately. It could not come, until all the 
signs given by our Lord of its approach had 
taken place. 

2 Peter iii. 10, is the last text. But “ the 
day of the Lord will come as a thief in the 
night.” See the whole context, especially verse 
12, where the same day is called, “ the day of 
God.” Having noticed this context in my an- 
swer to Mr, Sabine, I forbear any remarks 
here, and refer to it. See 1 Fhess. v. 1 above, 
and Matt. xxiv. where the day of the Lord at 
the destruction of Jerusalem, is compared to 
the coming of a thief in the night. 

Such are all the passages in the New Testa- 
ment where the day of the Lord is mentioned. 
I shall defer any further remarks on them until 
we have considered. 

3d. The phrase “ the coming of our Lord Je- 
sus Christ.” The word rendered coming in 
the passage above is apokalupsin, and in the 
margin and other places, is rendered revela- 
tion. The question before us is, at what time 
was the coming to take place? It could not be 
at the end of this world, unless the Corinthians 
believed that the end to be near. Paul must 
also have believed it near, if by the coming of 
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Christ such, a period. 1s meant, for he said to ; 
| this revelation of Jesus Christ, if found obedi- 


them that they “came behind in no gift, wait- 


ing for the coming of our Lord Jesus.” Park. | 
hurst says, this word signifies, “ to wait for with | 


earnest expectation and desire, to expect earn- 
estly.” But will any affirm, that the Corinthi- 
ans waited earnestly for the coming of Jesus 
Christ at the end of this world? Did they in- 
deed think it so near, that they might live to 
see it? If so, we shall see presently, that their 
views were neither founded in fact, nor agree- 
able to the orthodoxy of our day. 

But let us examine the scripture usage of 
the phrase “the coming of our Lord Jesus 
Christ.” The word apokalupsin, rendered 
coming and revelation, &c, occurs in the fol- 
lowing places, and is used to express the revel- 
ation or communication of knowledge. 1 Cor. 
xiv. 63 2 Cor. xii. 1, 7 3 Gal. i. 12, and ii. 2; 
Eph, i, 17; Luke ii, 32; Rom, xvi, 25; 1 
Cor. xiv. 26; Eph. iii.3; Rev. i.1. It will 
be allowed by all, that these texts require no 
remarks, as they have no bearing on the pres- 
ent question. This word is once applied to 
the sons of God, Rom. viii. 19, and is rendered 
manifestation. In Rom. ii. 5, and 2 Thess. i. 
7, it is rendered revelation and revealed, and 
is applied to the revelation of God’s judgments 
on the unbelieving Jews. The following are 
all the places of its occurrence, which require 
any particular notice, and is rendered appear- 
ing, revelation and revealed. 1 Peter i. 7, 
“ That the trial of your faith, being much more 
precious than of gold that perisheth, though it 
be tried with fire, might be found unto praise, 
and honor, and glory, at the appearing of Jesus 
Christ.” It is allowed, that the fire by which 
their faith was to be tried, was persecution.— 
Compare chap. iv. 12. If it stood this fiery 
trial, it would be found unto praise, and honor, 
and glory “ at the appearing of Jesus Christ.” 
The question is, Was this appearing at the 
end of this world? Let us consult verse 13, 
where the same appearing or revelation of Je- 
sus Christ is mentioned. “ Wherefore, gird 
up the loins of your mind, be sober, and hope 
to the end, for the grace that is to be brought 
unto you at the revelation of Jesus Christ.” 
No one doubts, that “the end,” and the ap- 
pearing and revelation of Jesus Christ in these 
verses, all refer to one period, This certainly 
agrees with Christ’s coming at the close of the 
Jewish dispensation, which we have seen is 
often called “ the end.” But did Christ in ref- 
erence to this end or coming, say any thing to 
his disciples about girding up their loins and 
being found when it arrived, watchful and faith- 
ful? Nothing is more certam. I only quote 
the following from Luke xii, 35, “Let your 
loins be girded about and your lights burning ; 
and ye yourselves like unto men that wait for 
their Lord.” But I ask, how these persons to 
whom Peter wrote, could gird up the loins of 
their minds, be sober and hope to the end, un- 
less they expected the end of the world in their 
day ? Very few will contend for this, Some 





grace or favor, was to be brought unto them at 


ent to such exhortations, What was it? Their 
faith would be found unto praise, and honor, 
and glory, verse 7. They should then receive 
the salvation of their souls or persons, verse 9. 
And compare Matt. xxiv. 13. Then they 
should be glad with exceeding joy. 1 Peter 
iv..13. Compare all this with what our Lord 
said to his disciples in regard to his coming at 
the destruction of Jerusalem. In reference to 
the same appearing of Jesus Christ, Peter v. 4, 
says to the teachers who should feed the flock 
of God, “ And when the chief shepherd shall 
appear, ye shall receive a crown of glory that 
fadeth not away.” What, it will be said, did 
they receive a crown of glory at the appearing 
of Jesus Christ, at the end of the Jewish dis- 
pensation? I answer yes, but cannot enter into 
the details of the proof here, having considered 
this in one of the inquiries repeatedly referred 
to, sufficient will appear presently, showing 
what this crown was, and when it was to bere- 
ceived. 

Such are all the texts in which apokalupsin 
is used in the New Testament. Any futher 
remarks on those passages, I shall defer for my 
next, and /ast communication. I am yours, 


W. BALFOUR,. 
( To be continued.) 





GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 


BUFFALO, FRIDAY, JUNE 2, 1826. 








‘* THE THING As IT 18.”—Job. 








AN ADDRESS, : 
TO THE EPISCOPALIAN CLERGYMEN, &c. 
(Continued from page 142.) 

Gentlemen: Ina former number I noticed the 
doctrine evidently taught in the seventeenth article 
of your faith, and proved, I think, to the satisfaction 
of the candid mind, that it maintains the calvinistic 
notion of election and reprobation. I did not then, 
nor do [ now, censure gg foy being calvinists; for 
you have ap indisputable right to believe as you 
please, and if you are in reality dissenters from the 
doctrine of unconditional election and reprobation, 
we nevertheless wish you much happiness and peace.. 
But, gentlemen, if by any means you disguise or con- 
ceal your sentiments, we deem it proper to enter our 
protest agaiost your practice. 

As you are accus' to speak frequently a- 
gainst calvinism generally, and against uncondition- 
al election and reprobation particularly, it would be’ 
uncourteous in us, not to allow, for the sake of argu- 
ment, that youare sincere in your protestations a- 
gainst those errors. But if we admit, for ac- 
commodation, that you are not calvinists in disguise, 
there appears to be an insurmountable difficulty in 
the way, to remove which, we shall need your assis- 
tance. Admitting the truth of what you say, that 
calvinism isa cruel and unscriptural doctrine, If 
would inquire if you do not condemn that which you 
allow? Suppose you maintain that your seventeenth 
article does not teach the doctrine of unconditional e- 
lection, &c. permit me to inquire, what does it teach ? 
Will you say it teaches that some men are chosen, 
or elected on the ground of merit foreknown by the 
Almighty ? [fso, may I not ask, did not God also 





164 


GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 








foreknow that their works would be meritorious ?— 
And if so, mustit not have been determined that 
those to be elected should the requisite de- 
gree of merit? Or could our Creator have known 
that they “would possess such merit, unless he had 
predetermined that they should possess it? If you 
cap give an answer consistent with your professions, 
to either or allof the above questions, you would 
confer a great favor on one, at least. and probably on 
many, by so doing. And if you feel disposed to con- 
descend so much as to comply with the request, we 
would cheerfully open our columns for an insertion 
of your reply. But nothing could be more gratifying 
to us, than to have you preach plainly your belief on 
this subject ; for many honest minds are entirely at 
a loss to. determine whether your doctrine is purely 
calvinistic or not. And inasmuch as nothing could 
be more distressing to you than to have the ignorant 
and hypocritical creeping into your church, you will 
pardon the friendly hint,that probably many would 
be kept out from amoug you, who are characterised 
by an indifferent knowledge of divine thiags, if you 
would give them plainly to understand which side of 
the question you adopt. 

In farther anteing your doctrine, I am constrain- 
ed to say a few words on the subject of punishment 
for sin. It must be evident to all, that you either be- 
lieve in eternal or endless punishment, or that you do 
not believe init; and you must confess, that this 
subject presents to the mind considerations of un- 
speakable importance. Now, gentlemen, if the pen- 
alty of God’s law be endless torment, and if you be- 
lieve it to be so, it appears highly important that you 
should proclaim your views to your hearers, in plain 
and unequivocal terms. _[ will not consent to the in- 
sinuation made by some, which virtually accuses you 
of intentional disregard of the doctrine under consid- 
eration, out of sinister motives ; but I mnst ingenu- 
ously confess, that I cannot account for your appar- 
ent inattention to a subject ofso great consequence, 
both to yourselves and all others. The articles of 
your belief, which you. have voluntarily adopted, and 
which you are bound to maintain, if you believe them 
to be true, as plainly teach the notion of endless mis- 
ery as they do the fact that there isa God in heaven. 
This being too evident to need either proof or illus- 
tration, 1 am surprised that you are not more ex- 
plicit. Idonot mean, that any thing contained in 
your Articles proves true the doctrine of endless mis- 
ery, but that they evidently assert such doctrine 
to be the truth. ‘And my surprise is not excited by 
your believing such doctrine, but by ycur assenting 
to it, and then remaining so indifferent about it. And 
I wonder, still more, when! contemplate the dan- 
ger to which you are exposed by remaining so ap- 
parently indifferent on a subject so unspeakably mo- 
mentous and important. For, your silence has em- 
boldened some to say, that you do not believe the 
doctrine yourselves, and that some of you are uni- 
versalists in sentiment and episcopalians outwardly. 
Now, gentlemen, it must be confessed that you are in 

of losing your popularity by suffering these 
suspicions to go uncontradicted ; andI should be 
quite unhappy under the influerce of a belief that 
you are acting a double part ; and quite as much so, 
were I to know that you are universalists, and are 
voluntarily depriving yourselves of our felicitations, 
by keeping back your real views. Ifanyof your 
number have been convinced of the falsity of the no- 
tion of endless torment, we would gladly hail you as 
brethren, whenever you shouldsee proper to avow 
and maintain our sentiments, and are much concern- 
ed for your welfare, even now ; for it is hard to tell 
whether you are for or against that cause which we 
consider the cause of God and his Christ. Moreover, 





we are at a loss to determine bow to address you— 
whether as friends or foes, and are extremely anx- 
ious not to injure the feelings of any especially our 
friends. 

(Zo be continued.) 


FROM THE WESTERN RECORDER. 


A CARD. 


The Ladies of the first Presbyterian Church and 
Society in Buffalo, have been pleased to make their 
minister, a member of the American Bible Society, 
Having made him 2 member of the Tract Soviety of 
this state, last year, this additional instance of their 
liberality, has indeed laid him under deep obligation. 
He hopes this humble tribute, as he believes, out of 
regard to the Bible cause, cast into the Lord’s treas- 
ury, may be made public, for the purpose of encour- 
aging others in well-doing. May the precious prom- 
ises of that book—the Bible, be written, by the fin- 
ger of the living God, @n the hearts of those who aid 
its dissemination with their substance or bless it with 
their prayers. P . 

.G. CRAWFORD. 
v 


Buffalo, May, 15, 1826. 


Yes, yes! tHe rapies of the first Presbyterian 
Church and Society in Buffalo have been pleased to 
make THEIR ministera member of—that? The 
American Bible Society”! ! Well, this sounds pret- 
tily. And what has “ their minister” made? Why, 
he has “‘ made” the ladies of the first Presbyterian 
Church and Society in Buffalo—* a carp!” And 
whatelse ? Why, hesent the same pretty little 
card to Utica, to be published by the editor of the 
Western Recorder—which is “* published under the 
patronage and for the benefit of the Western Educa- 
tion Society, and Auburn ‘i'heological Seminary !”— 
And whyso? (1? In order, no doubt, tbat their left 
band might not know what their right hand doeth ! 
And what next? The aforesaid ladies ‘‘ having made 
him a member of the Tract Society of this state, last 
year, this additional instanceof their [the ladies] /ib- 
erality, has indeed laid him under deep obligation”! 
Yes, under deep obligation! ! Towhom? Why, to 
the ladies! Under obligation to do what? To 
make a speech to the fair donors, and to make a card, 
and have it published at Utica, in the Western Re- 
corder. And whatelse? ‘ He [the parson] hopes 
this HUMBLE TRIBUTE, [good Lord deliver us from 
such humility] as he believes, out of regard to the 
bible cause, cast into the Lonn’s TREASURY, may be 
MADE PUBLIC. * * * * * * * ¥,”— 
Well, the good ladies are now gratified, andthe fact 
no longer remains a secret! God, and the people 
too, are now informed of the fact, that Ae ladies 
HAVE MADE their minister a member of the bible so- 
ciety ; and also that they had previously made him 
member of the Tract Society ; and a/so, that their 
minister did in consideration thereof, on the fifteenth 
day of May last past, 4nno Domini, 1826, at Buffalo, 
aforesaid, then and there make ‘a Card,” for the 
use and especial! benefit of the ladies aforesaid ! And 
furthermore the parson expresses his desires that 
“the precious promises of tliat book—the Bible, may 
be written, by the finger of the living God, on the 
hearts of those who aid” &c. And we say in the 
spirit of charity, to all concerned, may the following 
saying of Jesus of Nazareth cause female modesty 
to blush, and clerical legerdermain to hide its head. 
(> * When thou doest thine alms, do not sound a 
trumpet before thee, as the hypocrites do in the syn- 
agogues and in the streets, that they may have 

ofmen. Verily I say unto you, THEY HAVE 
THEIR REWARD.” ‘What is it ? 
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‘STRANGE PROCEEDINGS. 

Our readers will find on another page, a Letter to 
ihe “ Rev.” N. Smith, of Oneida county, in which 
are set forth some disgraceful facts connected witha 
« Revival” in Trenton. If bedlam itself had dis- 
gorged. its contents, there could not have been 
a worse scene of confusion than has been occa- 
sioned by the rantings of a fellow by the name of 
Phinney, and his raving coadjutors, in the counties of 
Jefferson and Oueida, during the winter past. This 
man utters his blasphemies without reserve and pours 
forth his damnatory sentences, as if he were indeed, 
as he audaciously professes to be, the “ Brigadier’ 
General of Jesus Christ !” He denominates himself 
“© God's Hammer,” &c. &c. Now, that there should 
be an impious fanatic in the state of New-York, is 
not surprising ; but it is truly astonishing that the 
people should ¢olerate his wickedoess. Probably, 
however, the lords over God’sheritage get their gain 
by means of his proceedings. _ But we predict, that 
they will yet suffer loss bythe indulgence of such 
passionate and ungodly excitements. During the 
winter past we, of this place, have been visited by a 
revival, and then thought, and still do think that it 
was,pernicious. Bul spring has returned with the 
coal iibesiogs of Providence, and the mental storm 
is over and past—and we thank God for it. Our ex- 
perience enables us to sympathise with those of other 
places who are in like manner afflicted ; and we pray 
for their speedy deliverance from the craft of design- 
ing enthusiasts. 


Aletter from a clergyman who is not of our faith, 
gives tsa succinct accountof the revival in Tren- 
ton, from which, thoughit was not intended for 
ihe press, we extract the following, toshow, in con- 
pexion with the Letter above mentioned, the nature 
of their proceedings in that place, and the effect, 
thus far, of the fanatical procee lings of the presby- 
terians in that town. ‘‘ I send vou” says our corres- 
pondent, “aletter, written bya member of my 
church, toone of Phinney’s recruiting officers—one 
of the most insolent fellows that ever disgraced the 
clerical profession. Ifitis mottoa long, I would 
request it, dearsir, asa special favor, that you have 
it inserted in the next Advocate, for it is a. fact, that 
we have not a free press in Oneida county ;—all are 
under presbyterian and orthodox influence : we could 
only get it printed in a pamphlet form ; but by no 
means inserted in either of the public newspapers.” 
{And have wecometo this? Whena very respec- 
table individual is singled ou‘, and prayedat, by an 
insolent fanatic, are his wrongs to remain unredress- 
ed ? God of heaven, shield our liberties from the en- 
croachments of clerical domination.] Our corres- 
pondent continues. ‘“ We have been outrageously 
attacked’by the presbyterians. I believe not less 
than ten preachers and exhorters, in the course of a 
month, and at different times, have been in our vil- 
lage to help start the * Revival!’ Itas yet lags 
heavily ; nota single convert have they made from 
our [the Unitarian] society ; and only a few young 
women and girls of tender age, not certainly to ex- 
ceed five or six are ‘subjects of it; and one man is 
thought to be on his way, being all of their own soci- 
ety. The character of this revival is ferocious. Our 
rights, as protestants, have been invaded, and would 
have been annihilated by this confederate band of 
presbyterian zealots, and the small fry of young fa- 
natics, let loose upon the community from the men- 
‘al Prison at Auburn, in ‘ vulgar phrase’ called the 
Western Education Society! One of them, in the 
ebullition of his rancorous spirit, produced by having 
so lately a Phinney hope, called the Unitarian church 
-adenof devils,’ and this too in what he called 
prayer!! This pious youth, if he were but indigent, 


would be @ vaiuable addition to the list of beneficia- 
ries, or‘ and indigent young men,’ to be sent to the 
Prison of the mind at Auburn, to be manufactured 
into presbyterian divines! But, can it be wondered 
at, that these young Converts, are outrageously reli- 
gious when old converts stand by and do likewise ? 
The Rev. Oliver Wetmore, at the same time and 
place, called his fellow christians of the otherchurch, 
a‘ nest of vipers.” This vituperation of omhodox 
presbyterian preachers, is becoming too common ; 
and though some may say of them, ‘ Gentlemen, I 
am really sorry for you, and pity much your upper 
story;’ yet, if there be any among them that are ex - 
empted from the illusory influence of these ‘ revivais’ 
they would do well seriously to warn their brother- 
hood of the danger to their church to be apprehend- 
ed from the profaneness, fanaticism, and folly of 
these Phinney revivals! Remember Geneva, once 
the Vatican of Calvinism !** The Western Recor- 
der, has published as a “‘ fact” that there is a great 
revival in Trenton ;_ let the editor of that vehicle of 
orthodox scurrility, have a care, lest his paper is soon 
graduated on the same scale of moral integrity to 
which the Boston Recorder bas sunk in the estima- 
tion of all who read it, but in the dense medium of 
orthodox vision. Quae mens tam dira, miserrime ! 
Quo ruis ? 


* The reader will bear in mind that M. Servetus 
was roasted by calvinists for being a Unitarian. We 
are glad they have not the power to do so now-a- 
days! Ed. 


MATTERS AND THINGS IN OHIO. 


If there was ever a time when the friends of free- 
dom and religion were called upon to take a decided 
stand against priest-craft, duplicity, and clerical usur- 
pation, the present demands the united efforts of all 
liberal and honest men against the ungodly encroach- 
ments of the self-styled orthodox. Whether we are to 
infer*from the conduct of the populars, that their ‘end 
draweth nigh,” and that their strugglez are only for 
life, or that the worm that dieth not is now about to 
begin its depredations upon community by sapping 
the tree of liberty at the root, is a problem which it 
is difficult tosolve. But be thatas it may, of one 
thing we may be certain. The clergy of the dom- 
inant sect, practiced in all the cunning craftiness ot 
papacy itself, are abroad in the earth, committing de- 
predations upon society, which, if much longer en- 
dured with complacency, may lead to results which 
many of their supporters, and every friend of Ameri- 
can Independence would regret to witness. It is not 
to be wondered at, that the lovers of fat salaries should 
endeavor to obtain an unballowed ascendeney over 
the minds and purses of community, but it is, to us, 
matter of astonishment, that the citizens of America, 
favored as they are with the means of perpetuating 
our freedom, should tolerate the fashionable abuses 
of the popular clergy, or endure with servile indif- 
ference the ungodly schemes of the day. 

We have been led to make the above remarks by 
information received from various parts of our coun- 
try which is calculated to convince the most scptic- 
al, that plans are in operation, directly designed to 
overthrow even the semblance of religious or civil lib- 
erty. In Ohio, the ‘* beast” of sectarian power, has at 
length exhibited his horns. A letter from a respec- 
table correspondent residing in the county Geauga. 
informs us, that the presbyterians in that state have at 
length succeeded in obtaining a charter for a college 
in Portage Co. of the kind most desirable to those 
renowned Doctors, who understand the trade of sa- 
ving souls by the Rule of Three as well as a com- 





mon school boy understands his alphabet. ‘The let- 
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ter above alluded to, says, that, “ the bill [of incor- 
poration] as it was first reported, filled the Board of 
Trustees with men of various persuasions, without 
regard to their religious opinions, and reserved to the 
Legislature the right of filling vacancies.” But a0; 
——this did not suit the views of a“ certain” sect. The 
college edifice must be reared on the “ Saybrook 
Platform.” Hence, says our correspondent, after 
the plan above named was proposed, “a fearful sha- 
king of the dry bones ensued, and they [the presby- 
terians] expressly stated, that unless they could have 
the full control of the institution, they wanted none ! 
it was then moved that if an act was required to in- 
corporate an institution which must be sectarian and 
exclusive, it should be entitled accordingly, in order 
that it might be unmasked, and the people understand 
it. At this they were still more alarmed, and their 
siege was converted into a blockade, until near the 
close of the session, when by means of some kind or 
other, they carried the bill through in the shape they 
wanted it, entitled An act to incorporate the Trustees 
of the Western Reserve College.” How far the title 
of this act curresponds with the real views of these 
meek-eyed followers of Christ remains to be seen. 
From this it appears that the enlightened Legislature 
of Ohio, have been either coaxed or driven to adopt 
measures subservient to the partial and interested 
views of the presbyteriaos ! They have thus imitated 
the measures of this atid other states, and will sooner 
or later, we predict, have reason to lament their own 
duplicity. They are now pursuing the steps for- 


merly taken by the legislature of this state, while the 
latter finds it expedient to reject and discountenance 
what they once, and Ohio now, considers advisable. 
The people of this state have ascertained that to 
nurture and feed theological schools and sectarian 
colleges, is virtually warming into existence a viper, 
which, when matured in strength, will bite the hand 


that feeds it: That the college in Ohio is to be pure- 
ly sectarian, and exclusively devoted to the cause of 
calvinism is quite apparent. Their trustees must be 
Calvinists—ihe other officers must be calvinists—and 
calvinism must be the guardian spirit of tbe institu- 
tion! Methodism will have nothing to do with it, and 
a man must be destitute of common sense not to per- 
ceive that a universalist would not be permitted to 
have any thing to do with its concerns, unless in the 
infinite condescension of the pious founders, they 
should take afew dollars from our pockets to help 
build up poor orthodoxy! We have no desire to pre- 
vent the calvinists from building as many colleges 
and theological seminaries as they please—for the 
Lord knows they need them: But we are opposed 
to their @fforts tv deceive an already priest-ridden 
community. If, therefore, the calvinists of Ohio 
want a college and theological seminary, tobe exclu- 
sively their own, let the means by which they encom- 
pass their object be also their own ! Our correspon- 
dent informs us that “ as yet the funds of the istitu- 
tion are only nominal,” and that the projectors of the 
plan “ depend on the credulity of a misguided com- 
munity” for support. If so, let common sense guide 
the liberal part of community, and the “sheep” wil 
have to fleece themselves! If universalists, or any 
other denomination beside presbyterians suffer them- 
selves to be coaxed or wheedled out of a single pen- 
ny, to be added to the funds of this calvinistic sem- 
inary, they deserve the disapprobation of every man 
of sense. For, can Baptists or Methodists any more 
than unitarians and universalists, become trustees or 
members of the faculty of the institution? NO. It 
must be presbyterian, and nothing else! All we have 
to add, is, let presbyterians, pipe for themselves and 
dance as they please. But if their runners and beg- 
gars for cash come within the precincts of any other 
denomination, let us pray for deliverance from their 





fangs; and when they cry “ give, Give,” let honest 
men encompass the waljs of their modern Jericho 
seven times with a suitable number of ram’s horn:, 
till the world becomes astonished at the craftiness of 
calvinistic priests, and marvels at the duplicity of 
their folluwers ! 

I> The address of the Parson Mr. Bradstreet at 
the laying of the corner stone of the above college 
will be noticed next week. 


LETTER TO THE REV. NATHANIEL SMITH. 

On the impiety and indignity offered to God, by na- 
ming and attempting to portray the hearts and 
characters of individuals ia public prayer to an 
omnicient God. 

Rev. N, Smita, 

Sia,—The standing you hold asa professed min- 
ister of the Prince of Peace, demands for you a re- 
spectful addréss, the Cause and interests of morality | 
and christianity, the rights of christians and of mén, 
also demand that it be dOne in sincerity and in great 
faithfulness.—Sir, I shall state facts that you will not 
deny—1st that on the 23d ult. in the town of Tren- . 
ton, at the house of the Rey. Oliver Wetmore, the‘ 
pastor of the Presbyterian Church in that place, im 
public conference and prayer meeting, you exhorted’ 
alarge assembly to name and distinguish individuals, 
‘as they doin Utica,” and wrestle with God for 
their conviction, and afterwards named an individual 
whose hoary head had been whitened with three-score 
and ten years, and, who has long been a professor of 
the christian religion—constant and regular in his 
attendance at the house of public worship, and the 
ordinances of Christ, and that with apparent devotion 
of whom, and bis house, the virtuous poor, the widow, 
and the fatherless can speak with tears of gratitude ; 
whose moral example and precept has contributed 
more than that of any other man to preserve the town 
and village in which he resides from those excesses 
of tavern haunting, profanity and licentiousness of 
many descriptions, which disgrace many towns and 
villages. Againstsuch a man you have lifted up 
your voice to God in public prayer, named and dis- 
tinguished him, and called ‘on God to smite that 
wicked man, that hardened sinner, who never prays, 
that stubborn rebel, that self-righteous pharisee, who 
stands on an eminence and has embraced a lie, and is 
leading moltitudes that intrench themselves behind 
him, down to hell. O, God send trouble, anguish 
and affliction into his bed chamber this night, shake 
his house over him, and cause himto tremble ; God 
Almiglity shake him over hell !!!”—My soul, is this 
the spirit and temper of those prayers that you inform 
us, are continued day and night in Utica, and which 
are earnestly recommended to us? Who has author- 
ised you or any other individual or sect, off earth, to 
know and inform God before men, or men before 
God, that such are facts in the character of an indi- 
vidual. This might have been said at other times 
and places, and to man—but not to an omniscient 
God, before the public, without reply. We have ip- 
deed heard by common report of many similar outra- 
geous attacks on strangers in the streets and else- 
where ; we have indeed heard of extravagant «nd 
shocking expressions in prayer and preaching in the 
towns about us—which we could not believe, and for 
the honor of the christian name and profession, we 
have hoped were not true. I have heard many per- 
sons say that they believed consternation, horror, 
trembling seized every iadividual when those impre- 
cations were uttered. They might have withst 
similar expressions, had they proceeded from the 
haunts and revels of intemperance and obscenity 10 
the cities. That such language and attacks should 
preduce a wonderful change in tbe feelings of an in 
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dividual or a congregation, is to be expected, but that 
they should te ascribed to the operations of the spirit 
of God, (which, comes not like the vulture to terrify 
and devour, but like the dove tv invite and allure) is 
to many strange indeed. ‘ And behold the Lord 
passed by, and a great and strong wind rent the moun- 
tains, and brake in pieces the rocks, before the Lord : 
but the Lord was not in the wind : and after the wind 
an earthquake ; but the Lord was not in the earth- 
quake : and after the earthquake a fire; but the 
Lord was not in the fire; nnd after the fire a still, 
small voice.” 1. Kiogs, xix. 11, 12. 

‘he unenlightened mind locks for the manifesta- 
tions of the Deity in the convulsions of nature, and 
scenes of terror—but he whose mind is illumined by 
the pages of truth, retires inwardly and listens to the 
still sinall voice, speaking to his reason, and his heart. 

How many are there that can go from the house of 
God, where the kindest invitations of the gospel are 
portrayed without an emotion, or a tear of gratitude ; 
yet can repair to the Theatyg and weep excessively 
at the tragic scenes there exhibited. 

Every professing oo and every friend of 
morality, has a right to demand of you, how you at- 
tained the knowledge of such facts, in the character 
of an individual as you have here set forth. dow 
can you know, that that, or this, person whom you 
never saw, neyer prays! Can he not enter his closet 
or pour out his soul to God in silent aspirations with- 
out your knowledge? Have you, a right to say that a 
person, who is regular and constant, and that with 
apparent devotion, at the stated worship of God, in his 
Church, never prays ? Who has authorised you to in- 
form God before men, or inform men before God that 
this, or that person has embraced a lie, or that the 
multitudes, who agree with him in opinion, do not 
search the scriptures and found their sentiments on 
evidente, which is to them conclusive. And have 
you any means of knowing or any authority forsaying, 
that Mr. Mappa is a self-righteous pharisee ? Phari- 
saical, is externally religious; you have not beard 
him say, and has any one told you, that he has boast- 
ed of having prayed or fasted more frequently than 
they do in Utica, or than you recommended in Tren- 
ton. 

Until you inform us how you came to the knowl- 
edge of these, which you represent as facts pertaining 
to Mr. Mappa’s character—the conviction must un- 
willingly be enforced upon us, (hat you havehad them 
communicated to you as such by those with whom 
you have associated the very few days since you first 
had an acquaintance in thistown, and why bad you 
not paused for a season to ask yourself, how mortal 
— can know such to be the character of his neigh- 

I. 

There have long been too thany whose extreme 
anxieties and exquisite sensibilities are yery much 
employed about their neighbors. The errors of their 
understanding and the corruptions of their hearts 
they have no doubt they can clearly see To you, 
and to such, I earnestly recommend a careful perusal 
of that parable of our Lord and master, beginning at 
the 8th chapter of Luke, 9th rerse: “ And he spake 
this parable unto certain which trusted in themselves 
that they were righteous, and despised others : Two 
men went up into the tempie to pray; the one 2 
Pharisee, and the other a Pablican. The Pharisee, 
stood and prayed thus with himself, God, I thank 
thee, that I am not as other men are, extortioners, 
unjust, adulterers, or evenas this publican, I fast 
twice in the week, I give tithes of all that I possess.” 

Neither Col. Mappa, or the class of christians to 
which be belongs, have shown any disposition to mo- 
lest or injure you ; they are(in this vicinity) * little 
flock,” and as charitable to other classes of christians 


as anyother. They would rejoice to see you pros- 
per and go hand in hand with you to extend the holy 
influence of that religion which brings peace on carth, 
love and reconciliation to God. Mr. Mappa has excu- 
sed himself from addressing you, as his age and dispo- 
sition, would not admit of such an altercation. In- 


‘deed his reputation as a man or a christian, has chief- 


ly suffered as connected with christianity itself; and 
the sacred desk ought not to be charged with naming 
and repeating such language. Upona Layman there- 
fore, it has devolved to address you. It has been my 
design to call your atteution to the demoralizing ef- 
fects of your example and precept oa the best inter- 
ests of snciety, morality, and christianity ; that how 
ever will be defered for the present. 

Be assured, Sir, that I am of the number of those 
who can “ salute with grace, mercy and peace, all 
who call on the name of the Lord, both theirs and 
ours.” 

A LAYMAN, of the reformed 
Christian Church iu the town of Trenton, Oneida 
county. 
NEW PUBLICATION. 

We have received the first number of asemi-month- 
ly paper, devoted to the cause of impartial truth, pub- 
lished by asociety of believers, at Milledgeville, 
Georgia, and entitled the Starof the South. Thusit 
appears that t he north gives up, and the south keep- 
eth not back ! May the grace of Heaven descend 
upon and bless those who have entered ypon the un- 
dertaking ; and may the energies of Eternal Love 
render their efforts effectual in saving souls from 
moral death and woe. 


The Black River Association will hold its anoual 
meeting at Antwerp, the second Wednesday of this 
month. 

SOCIETY FOR AMELIORATING THE CON- 

DITION OF THE JEWS. 

Mr. Noah, of the N. Y. Nat. Ady. speaking of the. 
difficulties which have accurred in that society, 
and the exposition of certain facts sct forth in an 
‘article extracted from the Comercial Ady. in our 
last paper, says, ; 
Considerable time was consumed in admitting del- 

egates from auxiliary societies; the Treasurer's re- 

port was then read. It appeared that there was some- 
thing like $15,000 loaned on hypothecated stocks ;— 
that the last year’s income was about $8000, and the 
expenditures something like $7000. This expendi- 
ture created some surprise, when the fact was known 
that no converts had been made during the year ;— 
but it was quite satisfactorily explained, when we 

learnt, that with the hire of a farm, with paying a- 

gents, printers, purchasing stock fur the farm, and 

providing for three or four converted gentlemen, of 
two years standing, who were enjoying themselves 

- said farmin Weschester, the sum was accounted 

or. 

Among the items of expenditure was une for the 
purchase ofan English bull, and a pleasure w: D. 
what part the bull was to take in converting ho dies 
| could not discover. The Annual Report was then 
read: The committee set forth, that they were doing 
well, for though they had made noconverts since last 
advices, stillthey had hopes—that they had received 
several gentlemen on the farm—parted with Mr. 
Frey, first paying $1000 of his debts, and concluded 
by recommending a changein that section of their 
constitution which was to providea farm and pay for 
the support of converts. 

George Wilson, Esq. madea speech in favor of re- 





jecting the report, His arguments were, that the 
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constitution had provided who should transact the 
business of that. society ; but, in open violation of 
such provision, there had been a vile caucus, contra- 
ry to the laws of God and Man, and a number of per- 
sons were marched into the committee room, who 
hadno right to act as directors, and the report was 
spurious and irregular, or, as he termed it, “‘ viperous.” 
The sharp shooting then commenced. The report 
was opposed and advocated with much warmth. The 
pious Col. Wm. L. Stone made two or three pithy 
speeches in its favor, without effect; for, on taking 
the question, the report was rejected ten to one.— 
Here the matter rests. 

It seems that there isa party in that society who 
wish todivert its funds to missionary objects, in favor 
of a certain college in the eastern states; and there 
is another party who honestly desire to use the funds 
for the very object for which they were raised. This 
confusion has arisen frorn a cause probably not gener- 
ally known. When the bill to incorporate this sucie- 
ty was before the legislature, the title wes, the society 

Sor Evangelizing the Jews. 1 wasat Albany during 

ihe session, and my friend. Mr. Ulshoeffer, wished 
the title altered, from delicacy towards me. He 
probably thought that while the party had a Jew for 
their political editor, it would be rather ungracious, 
under his very nose, to pass an act converting him to 
christianity. Ifhe was an efficient politician, as a 
Jew, it wasa moot point whether that political acu- 
men would be sharpened by his conversation—and 
attually to save my feelings, the title of the bill was 
altered to an act for ‘‘ Ameliorating the condition of 
the Jews.” A very indefinite title indeed. I pro- 
tested against it, and urged the honest and candid 
avowal of the real object, namely, The Society for 
Evangelizing the Jews; but they overruled ne.— 
Hence the origin of their difficulties. 

The Society was intended to convert the Jews— |- 
to induce them to turn Christians. Instead, there- 
fore, of going forward with the doctrine of chtistiani- 
ty on their tongues, and its good principles in their 
hearts—ivstead of appealing to the judgment and 
discrimination of the Jews—instead of acts of confi- 
dence—of benevolence—of kind feeling and gener- 
ous sentiments—instead of practical efforts of utility, 
they endeavored to obtain converts by appealing to 
their cupidity—-by bringing them on a farm—by 
providing for theirindolent wants—by making reli- 
gion comfortable, luxurious, and desirable. They 
failed, and should fail—a bad Jew thus purchased, 
can never make a good Christian. If they will have 
missionaries, let them appeal to Christian govern- 
ments to modify their edicts concerning the Jews— 
let them induce the pope not to lock them up at night 
in the Ghetto—let them persuade the Germanic 
powers, that the Jews should be permitted to live and 
walk where they please—let them convince the king 
of Spain that burning Jews at the stake, and tortur- 
ing them in the Inquisition, are unchristianlike acts. 
Let them endeavor to advance the character and 
soften the condition of the Jews, and when they have, 
by these temporal acts of kindness, ameliorated that 
condition, then let them talk spiritually. It will be 
in order then, and not till then. 


MINISTERIAL WRANGLING. 

Among the actions, tried before the Supreme 
Court, at Worcester, were two for slander, brought 
by the Rev. Mr. Wesson against the Rev. Mr. Fisk, 
and another clergyman. A gentleman informs us, 
that the slander imputed to the Rev. plaintiff the 
most gross immoralitiess——Mr. Hoar, counsel for 
plaintiff, did not urge heavy damages, on account of 
the indigent circumstances of the defendants. The 








jury returned with a verdict of 50 dollars damages in 
each case. 

At the same term, two other clergymen were ar- 
raigned at the bar, to answer to indictments found 
against them, on complaint of the Rev. Mr. Wesson, 
for asimilar ouirage on his character. ' The indict- 
ments are continued to the law term, for av opinion 
of the court, whether the respondents shall be per- 
mitted to go into evidence, to show thé purity of theic 


motives in bringing such charges agaidst the com- * 


plainant.—Salem Obs. 


that are never weat 
itants. This place e 
have no mutual love, “pei : 
place on earth to which tie@haeno entrants 1 
the gloomy passions have no empite;. @Berep eS: 
and innocence live constantly together ; whe ecares ? 
and labors are delightful ; where every pain Mf 
gotten in reciprocal tenderness ; where there is 4 
equal enjoyment of the past, the present and the fu- 
ture. It is the house too, ofa wedded pair, but of a 
pair who in wedlock are lovers still.” 


An Ir lergyman lately enquired of a rustic, 
* how Adam wagin Paradise before he sin- 
wed?” “ Just till he got a wife,” was the answer. 


x 


There ean be no true and sincere pleasure in any 
sinful and vicious course, though it be attended with 
all the pomp and splendor of outward happiness and 
prosperity ;, for wkerever sip and vice is, there must 
be ead wherever guilt is, the mind must be restless 
and unquiet. 





POUTRY. 


From the New-England Galazy. 


RAISING A SALARY. 
Some years ago, a man, though somewhat odd, 
Was settled down to. preach the word of God, 
Although his slow-paid salary was but small, 
He for an augmentation would not call. 
At parish meeting, a wéll meaning ffiend 
Ventur’d, unask’d to humbly recommend, 
That Mr. Bunyan’s salary should be rais‘d ; 
Declaring he for.one was much amaz'd, 
That any.could propose sych small reward 
For one, who labored faithful in the Lord; 
Declaring souls so narrow, stingy, craving, 
Must be cast off, as useless—not worth saving. 

¥ 





As some were fuund to second, some to oppose, 
Of course 1t follow’d, a debate arose, 
As this went on, one, stepping o’er the way, 
To Bunyan told the order of the day, 
Who hasty rose, and puffing ran, and sweating, 
And thus with eagerness address’d the meeting ; 
« For heaven's sake, friends, no higher pay allow ; 
I'm plagued to deatli to get what’s granted now.” 
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